Both lower extremities of 10 cadavers (20 specimens) were dissected to delineate the course of the saphenous nerve and its two major divisions (sartorial and infrapatellar branches). The saphenous nerve is the sensory branch of the posterior division of the femoral nerve. It is the longest cutaneous branch of the femoral nerve and is considered its major branch. It supplies sensation to the anteromedial aspect of the leg pri-
The saphenous nerve is the sensory branch of the posterior division of the femoral nerve. It is the longest cutaneous branch of the femoral nerve and is considered its major branch. It supplies sensation to the anteromedial aspect of the leg primarily through two major divisions: the sartorial and infrapatellar nerves (Fig. 1 ) . The 
ANATOMY
In the proximal thigh the saphenous nerve lies lateral to the femoral artery ( Fig. 2A) . It then disappears into the adductor canal in the adductor magnus muscle where it crosses medially over the femoral artery (Fig. 2B ). It exits from the canal with the saphenous branch of the inferior geniculate artery and divides almost immediately into its infrapatellar and sartorial branches (Fig. 2C) .
The posterior or infrapatellar branch of the saphenous nerve pierces the sartorius muscle and then takes an oblique subcutaneous course to a subpatellar position at the medial border of the patella (Fig. 2D) .
At this point the nerve terminates in multiple small branches that comprise the major portion of the infrapatellar nerve plexus. This plexus supplies sensation to the inferior patellar area.
The anterior or sartorial branch of the saphenous nerve becomes subcutaneous by exiting between the sartorius and gracilis tendons. After giving off a major branch to supply sensation to the skin over the pes anserinus (Fig. 2D) Therefore, we are presently attempting to preserve the infrapatellar nerve during medial arthrotomies. We have found it difficult to visualize and retract the nerve when using the standard medial parapatellar skin incision or the posterior medial skin incision because both of these cross the nerve at the right angles (Fig. 4) .
The Bosworth incision' extends obliquely from the adductor tubercle of the femur to the medial border of the tibial tubercle (Fig. 5 (2) to the sartorial nerve (3) . For orientation, the inferior border of the patella is labeled (1). Fig. 4 . Medial side of the knee illustrating the relationship of the infrapatellar nerve (white arrow) to anterior and posterior capsular incisions (black arrows). S, sartorius muscle; P, inferior border of the patella. supply sensation to the skin over the pes anserinus (black arrow on the left) and then continues anteromedially down the leg, giving off many small sensory branches throughout its course The three large areas point to the tendons of the pes anserinus: (1) sartorius, (2) gracilis, (3) semitendinosus. 
